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This  promises  to  be  another  fast-talking  day  from  the  looks  of  my 
pile  of  questions.    Just  for  a  change  I  have  laid  out  the  questions  on  spring 
clothes  to  answer  first,  especially  two  queries  about  fabrics. 

The  first  is  from  a  girl  who  is  buying  not  only  dresses  but  also 
underwear  for  the  coming  season  and  wants  to  know  what  material  is  the  best 
buy  for  the  slips  that  go  under  her  dresses. 

Miss  Clarice  Scott  of  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  comments  that  the 
satisfactory  slip  will  wash  well,  wear  well,  fit  well,  and  make  a  smooth, 
inconspicuous  foundation  for  a  dress.     She  also  says  that  the  material  has  a 
good  deal  to  do  with  these  various  desirable  qualities. 

Miss  Scott's  shopping  observations  indicate  the  majority  of  ready-made 
slips  now  selling  in  the  stores  are  either  of  silk  or  synthetic  fabrics/  Very 
occasionally  you  will  find  a  slip  made  of  cotton  or  handkerchief  linen.  What- 
ever the  fiber  you  choose,  the  point  to  remember  is  that  the  weave  should  be 
firm,  smooth,  and  evenly  balanced.     You  want  fabric  that  is  not  too  thick  and 
bulky  and  also  that  is  not  thin  enough  to  be  transparent.    Also,  for  use  in  a 
garment  like  this,  you  want  a  fabric  that  won't  pull  or  "shift,"  and  that 
will  not  stretch  nor  shrink.    This  smooth,  even,  close  weave  washes  best  and 
wears  best.    This  year  many  evenly  woven  rayon  fabrics  are  on  the  markets, 
ihese  fabrics  iron  dry  nicely,  as  pongee  does  —  a  great  advantage  in  any 
garment  that  requires  as  much  laundering  as  a  slip. 

but        ?f  Course'  a  smo°th  even  weave  in  pure-dye  silk  is  ideal  for  a  slip, 

m°re  ex?ensive  than  a  synthetic  fabric.  Naturally  it  is  also  more 
expensive  than  weighted  or  sized  silk,  but  you  will  find  that  you  will  make  up 
this  extra  cost  in  long  wear. 

this     t?7        Way'  anyone  buJring  a  slip  this  year  should  take  an  interest  in 
around    t      °f  weiShting  and  sizing.     The  fact  is,  and  there's  no  getting 
in  a  I        tnat  heavily  lighted  silk  will  go  to  pieces  in  a  short  time.  So 
is  not        ,   that  raust  stand  hard  wear,  you'll  be  wise  to  choose  fabric  that 
svntheti       ted*     In  low-^riced  slips  a  good  easy-to-wash  rayon  or  other 

3ilk-Pr^abl7  WU1  give  the  best  service-     In  more  expensive  slips,  pure- 
good  deal  %  ?!  raaterial  for  wear  and  washing.    As  for  silk  that  contains  a 
kbric  mav  1    t&l  WnUe  raaterial  as  "sizing"  —  well,  that  kind  of  treated 

\1Za  m  and  durable  when  new,  but  the  sizing  will  wash  out  in  the 


first  lan  V,    .         1U  an{±  aura  Die  wnen  new,  but  the  sizing  will  wash  out  in  t] 
that  wonU a.erx?e  and  then  you  will  find  yourself  with  a  limp  and  sleazy  slip 
»  last  long,  nor  look  very  well  while  it  lasts. 
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You  can't  be  sure  of  weighting  and  sizing  just  from  looking  or  feeling 
of  the  garment.    But  you  can  often  learn  something  about  the  fabric  from  the 
label  attached.    If  the  label  on  a  white  or  light-colored  slip  says  "Pure  Dye 
Silk",  you  will  know  that  the  fabric  contains  no  more  than  10  percent  weight- 

—  and  that  is  as  near  "pure"  as  you  can  expect  in  any  silk  these  days. 
You  can  also  often  find  out  a  good  deal  by  asking  your  dealer  about  weighting 
and  sizing.    Ask  him  if  he  guarantees  the  garment  to  be  made  of  pure-dye  silk, 
or  if  it  is  made  of  a  synthetic.     You  yourself  can  find  out  whether  the  threads 
will  slip  or  shift  with  wear.     Just  scratch  a  little  place  with  your  fingernail 
and  notice  whether  the  threads  move  or  stand  firm. 


So  much  for  slip  questions.     Now  about  fabrics  for  children's  clothes. 
Several  mothers  have  been  asking  for  facts  on  such  fabrics. 

Well,  cottons  naturally  are  the  most  nopular  fabric  for  children's 
summer  garments.    But  some  cottons  are  good  buys  and  some  are  not.  Let's 
consider  those  that  will  make  comfortable  garments  and  garments  that  wash 
well,  wear  well,  are  good-looking    and  not  too  expensive. 

Comfort  first.     Soft  and  pliable  materials  are  the  only  really  com- 
fortable fabrics  for  youngsters.     You  may  love  to  dress  Mary  Ann  in  starched 
organdie  because  it  looks  so  dainty.     But  Mary  Ann  herself  won't  be  happy  in 
it  long.    And  you  may  put  lively  Junior  in  stiff  denim  overalls  because  they 
won't  wear  out.    But  Junior  won't  be  able  to  play  as  he  would  like  when  he  is 
"boarded  up"  in  such  a  stiff  fabric.     Some  mothers  buy  heavy  percale  because 
it  is  both  cheap  and  durable  and  some  children  do  endure  their  vacation-time 
dressed  in  such  clothes.    They  also  endure  heavy  scratchy  seersucker  garments 
when  they  would  be  much  happier  in  soft  seersucker.     But  if  you  are  buying  for 
the  children's  comfort,  you  will  avoid  iron-clad  materials.     Children  grow  so 
fast  anyway  that  they  don't  need  fabrics  that  will  last  a  lifetime.    Among  the 
good  choices  in  soft,  pliable,  non-wrinkling,  comfortable  fabrics  are  soft 
gingham,  charabray,  broadcloth,  soft  swiss,  lawn  and  voile.     Cottons  with  a 
pongee  weave  are  also  good  buys.     You  can  make  sure  that  the  garment  is  soft 
enough  for  comfort  if  you  test  it  in  the  store  by  rubbing  it  on  the  inside  of 
your  wrist. 


Second  desirable  quality  in  children's  clothes  is  washability  —  very 
important.    The  fabric  should  be  guaranteed  against  shrinkage,  and  the  color 
against  running  or  fading.     See  if  a  label  on  the  garment  guarantees  these 
things.    If  not,  ask  the  dealer. 

Now  about  wear.    Plain,  smooth,  even  weaves  wear  longest.  Sleazy 
and  heavily  sized  materials  usually  shrink  and  become  limp  after  laundering, 
^ifly  starched  dresses  usually  come  out  of  the  first  wash  looking  very 
0  eap.    Be  sure  the  fabric  has  no  defects  like  dropped  or  broken  threads. 
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